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A large portion of SFI companies’ own lands in the U.S. have been converted to ecologically simplified
plantations.  Ongoing conversion continues to be a problem in some parts of the U.S., especially the South.
Between 1953 and 1999, pine plantations in the South expanded to 32 million acres, an increase of 1,600%.i
During the last two decades, 75% of the region’s pine plantations were established at the expense of native
forests and wetlands.ii  On the Southern half of Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau, plantations increased by
101% between 1981 and 2000, with the conversion rate increasing, rather than decreasing, during recent
years.iii  By 2040, plantations are projected to comprise 25% of the South’s forests.iv

Plantations are often established on SFI companies’ own lands, or on other forests logged to feed SFI mills.

The Bowater company, for example, has continued converting native hardwoods to loblolly pine plantations on
the Tennessee Cumberland Plateau in recent years, and continues to purchase logs from the conversion of
other landowners’ forests.v

In 1999, Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI) acknowledged plans to convert 70% of its 1.4 million acres of California
forests to even-aged, short-rotation pine plantations largely lacking oaks, firs, and other native species.vi  This
conversion is associated with a sharp rise in clearcutting on SPI lands in the Sierra Nevada region, losses of
habitat for California spotted owls and other imperiled species, intensive chemical applications, and other
harmful practices.  According to the California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection (CDF), SPI’s annual
clearcutting increased from 943 acres to 23,823 acres between 1992 and 1999 -- an increase of 2,246%.vii

Even in the Pacific Northwest and other parts of the U.S. where most industry lands have already been
converted to tree farms, companies are converting their last remaining wild forests.  Plum Creek Timber, for
example, is logging late successional forests and other previously unlogged forests on its lands in the Carbon
River, Green River, Little Naches, and Upper Yakima watersheds in Washington.viii

Conversion is also a serious problem in wild, unlogged forests in the tropics and temperate forest regions
outside the U.S.  Conversion continues to be a significant problem in British Columbia and Alberta, for
example, including in forests being logged by SFI companies.ix
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