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Pacific Lumber (Maxxam) and Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI) use clearcuts and comparable harvest types in
forests where selection forestry is economically practicable, silviculturally appropriate, and ecologically
preferable.  SPI is also clearcutting large percentages of its forests over short timeframes, raising concern
about cumulative environmental impacts.  While clearcutting represented only 2% of SPI’s logging operations
in 1995, it represented 87% of SPI’s operations in 1999.i  SPI’s annual clearcutting also increased from 943
acres to 23,823 acres between 1992 and 1999 -- an increase of 2,246%.ii  SPI’s average clearcut size also
increased from 46 acres in 1991 to 361 acres in 1999.iii

The Bowater Co. highlights problems with the SFI’s exemptions for salvage logging.   Bowater continues to
establish loblolly pine plantations on the Tennessee portion of the Cumberland Plateau -- despite the fact that
pines are poorly suited to the Plateau’s soils, and inevitably support outbreaks of the Southern pine beetle.iv
Bowater has used clearcuts far in excess of 120 acres when logging such plantations after recent outbreaks.v

Companies in Canada may also not be following the SFI limits on clearcutting.  Abitibi-Consolidated, for
example, has created at least 10 clearcuts in Ontario that exceed 640 acres (260 ha), with one planned cut
being 8,635 acres (3,454 ha).vi
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